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Abstract

Reading is a need of every individual. By reading critically, people are expected to be able to
reach the stage of criticizing a text and ascertaining the truth. However, many students need
more critical reading skills. This study discusses using critical reading with a critical reading
strategies approach to Arabic texts in Maharah Qiroah’s learning. The research method used
is qualitative research with action research design. Thus, the paper uses four steps such as
cyclical, open-ended, systematic, and exploratory. The research was conducted on active
students majoring in Arabic Language Education at the State Islamic University of Maulana
Malik Ibrahim. This research aims to increase students’ reading interest to the stage of
criticizing. The strategies include pre-reading, context reading, question and answer, new idea
generation, making outlines, and identifying ideas. Thus, the stages are proven to be the
reason for the student’s critical abilities advancement with indicators of understanding text
forms and functions and constructing new texts according to his needs.

Keywords: Critical reading strategies, Arabic Text, Maharah Qiro’ah

Abstrak

Membaca merupakan kebutuhan setiap individu. Dengan membaca secara kritis
diharapkan seseorang dapat mencapai tahap mengkritisi sebuah teks dan memastikan
kebenarannya. Namun pada realitanya, banyak mahasiswa yang belum memiliki kemampuan
membaca kritis yang mumpuni. Maka Penelitian ini membahas tentang penguatan membaca
kritis pada teks bahasa arab oleh mahasiswa pendidikan bahasa arab pada pembelajaran
maharoh giroah. Metode penelitian yang digunakan adalah metode penelitian kualitatif
dengan desain action research dan menggunakan 4 langkah cyclical, open-ended, systematic
and exploratory. Penelitian dilakukan pada mahasiswa aktif jurusan Pendidikan Bahasa Arab
di Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk
meningkatkan minat baca mahasiswa sampai pada tahap mengkritisi sebuah bacaan. Hasil
penelitian menunjukkan bahwa pelaksanaan dilakukan dalam 4 langkah cyclical, open-ended,
systematic and exploratory yang dikolaborasikan dengan pendekatan strategi membaca kritis
dengan 5 tahap yaitu tahap pra membaca, tahap membaca konteks, tahap memunculkan
pertanyaan dan jawaban, tahap memunculkan ide baru, dan tahap pembuatan outline dan ide
baru, mampu menunjukkan peningkatan kemampuan membaca kritis mahasiswa dengan
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indikator mampu memahami bentuk teks dan fungsinya dan mampu menyusun teks baru
sesuai dengan kebutuhannya.

Kata Kunci: Strategi Membaca Kritis, Teks Berbahasa Arab, Maharah Qiro’ah

Introduction

The development of the world is based on science that is continuously updated. This
is intended to achieve knowledge and broad understanding so that it can answer the problems
that occur in society according to the era. The development of science is closely related to
reading activities. Reading is a process to enhance and sharpen knowledge as well as to
sharpen the mindset (Setiawan, 2020). Reading is not just a routine, but a necessity of life for
every individual.

The needs of each individual in understanding reading are meant to avoid mistakes in
the author's intentions to the reader and the information received. In-depth reading
comprehension can be done by critical reading. Critical reading is not an activity aimed only
at knowing information (D. Hadianto Daris, 2022). Critical reading activities do not only aim
to understand the content of the reading and find answers to the questions that are sought in
the reading (Yu, 2015). Critical reading is a stage of reading that reaches the stage of criticizing
the truth and facts possessed by a text.

The purpose of critical reading activities can be defined as a process of higher-level
thinking processes as a result of individuals learning to use the language more constructively
through skillful questioning (Febrianingsih, 2021). In addition, it involves application,
analysis, evaluation and imagination. Critical readers are able to distinguish facts to opinions,
recognize intention, attitude and tone, and draw conclusions (Haromi, 2014).

Critical readers who are capable of distinguishing facts, opinions, and being able to
sort out the information will recognize hoax news and false information so that they can
criticize the news. Conversely, according to (Machete & Turpin, 2020), readers who are unable
to process information properly will be easily provoked by false information that circulates in
the literacy world. This in the learning process will lead to a lack of deep understanding in the
acquisition of knowledge (Akin et al., 2015).

A proper understanding of the learning process will have a positive impact on a
country, but the facts show that the level of critical reading skills in Indonesia is very low. Data
provided by the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA 2015, 2018), shows that
children's reading interest in the age range of 9-14 tends to be low at 42.3%. In fact, Indonesia
is one of the 7 countries that have economic power in the world in 2030 based on a study
conducted by (Obermann, 2012).

Several studies on critical reading have been conducted in 2022, including research that
was conducted by (Van et al., 2022) which examines critical reading in the college setting, in
which students should select, analyze, evaluate, and assess the information they encounter in
their academic or professional lives in order to avoid being consumed by hoaxes circulating in
society.

Another study in the same year, namely by (Tsai et al., 2022), using university students
also as the object of research concluded two significant visual behavior patterns were
identified for critical reading: (1) after a pause to think or rest, critical readers' visual attention
shifts directly back to reasoning information; and (2) critical readers' visual attention shifts
between reasoning and data information. and the relationship between eye tracking data and
self-reported critical reading strategies.

From a variety of research on critical reading conducted in 2022, this study focuses on
critical reading of Arabic texts. The findings state that the implementation of critical reading
is carried out with four stages, namely cyclical, open-ended, systematic and exploratory,
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which are collaborated with the critical reading strategies approach and show the results of an
improvement in students' critical abilities with indicators of being able to understand the
forms of text and its functions and being able to construct new texts according to their needs
of UIN Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang in its goal of achieving a World Class University, it
requires many programs to realize this target, one of which is by fulfilling the quality of
international students, to realize this, of course, depends on the ability of students to read
critically (Kosimov, 2022). Kosimov states that this ability is the main factor that supports the
success of academics.

Research Method

The target of this research is active students of Arabic Language Education at UIN
Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. In the practice, 40 students were selected to be tested on the
application of critical reading in learning Maharah Qiro'ah. The research was conducted on
June 14-August 30, 2022 on campus 1 of State Islamic University Maulana Malik Ibrahim
Malang. Based on the objectives to be achieved in this study, the type of research conducted is
qualitative research with action research design. At this stage of implementation, the basic
goal is to find out how Arabic language education students are able to read critically to
completion, in this case the action research model to be used is cyclical, open-ended,
systematic and exploratory (Rahman, 2017).

The data collection technique in this study is a questionnaire to collect data from PBA
students regarding their educational background before entering UIN Maulana Malik Ibrahim
and their Arabic language skills. Data collection was followed by the implementation of critical
reading strategies. The next step is the provision of tests and observations regarding the results
of tests conducted to students with texts and critical reading strategies. The data analysis
technique of this research is after distributing questionnaires, observations, and conducting
tests, researchers select the main things which are then arranged in the form of words.

Result
Reading Arabic Texts Using Critical Reading Strategies

This subsection is aimed at expressing the results of reading Arabic texts with a critical
reading strategy approach by choosing an action research model that goes through several
stages of implementation, namely the cyclical, open-ended, systematic and exploratory stages.
in this cyclical stage, it first begins with the stages of planning, action, observation and
reflection. In the planning stage we distributed google forms to get an initial picture of Arabic
Language Education students who would take part in Arabic text reading practice with the
critical reading strategies approach. Below we describe the results of the distribution of our
google form to determine initial planning.

Apa latal belakang pendicikan anda?

o200
x = 7

v

Figure 1. Education Background
The data indicates that there are variations in the educational background of PBA
students. As presented in Figure 1, most students' backgrounds come from Islamic boarding
schools.
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Figure 2. Approaches That Are Used in Arabic Language Learning Today
Figure 2 shows that most students' perceptions of the approach used in the learning
process are as expected.
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Figure 3. Time to Read Arabic Text
Figure 3 shows the results that students mostly read Arabic texts when learning
subjects that use Arabic and at any time.
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Figure 4. Attitude towards Arabic Reading Skills
Figure 4 shows the data that among the students (60%) some had learned to critique
the text.
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Figure 5. Arabic Reading Proficiency
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Figure 6. Arabic Reading Skill Requirement
Figure 6 presents the data that half of the respondents wanted Arabic reading skills to
be able to master Arabic.
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Figure 7. Insights on Learning Evaluation and Text Criticism
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Figure 8. Need for a New Approach
In this question, all respondents expressed the need for a new approach to learning
Arabic.
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Figure 9. Expectations on New Learning Approaches
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Figure 10. Supportive Factors for Criticizing Arabic Reading
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Figure 11. Preferred Arabic Language Skills Activities
Figure 11 presents the data that students prefer activities to understand the meaning
and intent of the text, as well as discussions with a group of peers.

Result and Discussion
Introduction of Critical Reading

Understanding the prior condition of the students regarding a new approach to be
offered in planning is very essential as an information for the starting point of the design. The
data shows that more than 50% do not recognize critical reading, 32.5% know but do not apply,
and there are 12.5% who are very familiar and apply it.

The next step is to prepare teaching materials and indicators of the achievement of
critical thinking skills in Arabic Language Education students at State Islamic University of
Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang, the following teaching materials and indicators:
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The early stages of the cyclical for planning have been implemented and obtained an
early picture of the ability of Arabic Language Education students and then teaching materials
and critical reading indicators have been prepared. The next stage is action. From this action
we use the critical reading strategys approach which begins with:

1. Pre-reading: At this stage students are asked to read briefly and then discuss words that
have not been understood. This is as explained by (Amrullah et al., 2020) this preliminary
strategy is carried out to get an overview of the text presented.

2. Reading in context: This second stage comes to the review of context. The basis of
understanding in critical reading is needed, so that after the facts are revealed, new
questions will arise afterwards.

During the reading process, it requires the activation of supporting components such
as psychological aspects such as analyzing, remembering, paying attention and absorbing all
reading materials, even by understanding the reading will occur. Reading is an activity that
requires the reader to make inferences and integrate their knowledge (Avila & Pandya, 2013).
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At this stage, it is required to be able to see real events that occur and connect the
context to the text. Here are examples of points that can be marked in the reading;:
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3. Raising questions and providing answers. At this stage students are required to ask
questions and come up with answers to measure their level of criticism.
From the reading text, there are several questions that should be raised by readers after
passing stages 1 and 2. Here are some text questions that arise in the reading.
CESCUR S SN WCEE RS et [ NV T |
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And some indicator questions that arise from the text will be attached in the appendix.

4. Come up with a new thought reflection: The third stage is to bring up new thoughts and
compare them with reality. At this stage, several questions will be asked to stimulate the
emergence of new thought reflections (Inawati, 2021).

Here are some stimulus questions that were used as starting stimulus:
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5. Creating an outline and identifying ideas: at this stage, students will be asked to create

an outline and identify each idea in it. This will familiarize students with the habit of
thinking while reading, which the main goal of critical is reading.

The next stage after planning and action is observation, this observation is carried out
from the planning stage by looking at the background of students' Arabic language skills
followed by group formation, then the observation stage of the research results.

The last stage is reflection. At this stage the results of observations in the
implementation of planning, action and observation found data results that showed positive
results and were able to improve the critical reading skills of Arabic Language Education
students at State Islamic University of Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. We will attach the
following data: (Photos of indicators checked on behalf of students).

Conclusion

Based on the data and research process which is described in the chapters above, it can
be seen that the construction of critical reading to improve the critical reading skills of PBA
UIN Malang students with a critical reading strategies approach goes through several stages
starting with reading the student's background first. Implementation is carried out with four
stages, namely cyclical, open-ended, systematic and exploratory which are collaborated with
the critical reading strategies approach and show the results of an increase in students' critical
abilities with indicators of being able to understand text forms and functions and being able
to construct new texts according to their needs. It is expected that after this research there will
be a follow-up to update Arabic teaching materials using critical reading strategies.
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